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	2027 WORLD MOUNTAIN AND TRAIL RUNNING CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
6 – 10 OCTOBER 2027
 CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA




MOUNTAIN AND TRAIL RUNNING SELECTION PROCESS ADVANCE INFORMATION – published June 2026
Updated 23 July – amendment to championship events, trial dates & selection rounds


Overview

This advance information document outlines the general process by which UK Athletics will determine selections for the mountain and trail events at the 2027 World Mountain and Trail Running Championships. This is not the selection policy - final selections will be made based on the 2027 World Mountain and Trail Running Championships Selection Policy, which will be published after information on the Championship courses becomes available. The Selection Policy will take precedence over this document. In all cases, selection will be conditional on athletes signing and complying with the UK Athletics Team Members’ Agreement (“TMA”).

The UKA Mountain and Trail event philosophy is based on supporting athletes’ performance and preparation for 2027 World Mountain and Trail Running Championships to optimise individual and team medal success and the number of individual top ten (10) placings and team top five (5) places. This advance information will help athletes and coaches plan their goals and preparation from now and through 2027.

Trials will be the primary means of selection for both trail and mountain events. 


Championship Events

· Long Trail Race: Distance: 84.5km, Elevation: 4355m
· Short Trail Race: Distance: 40.5km, Elevation: 2089m
· Uphill Only Race: Distance: 6.6km, Elevation: 962m
· Classic Up-and-Down Race: Distance: 14.3km, Elevation: 737m
· U20 Classic Up-and-Down Race: Distance: 7.1km, Elevation: 372m

The above details are confirmed by the Local Organising Committee.

Trial Dates

· Long Trail – Scafell Sky Ultra, 5 June 2027
· Short Trail – Scafell Sky Race, 5 June 2027
· Uphill Only Race – Ben Lomond, Friday 13 August 2027
· Classic Up-and-Down Race – Scotland venue tbc, Sunday 15 August 2027
· U20 Classic Up-and-Down Race - Scotland venue tbc, Sunday 15 August 2027 


Selections

1.The team will be selected in three phases:
a. The first round of selections will be in the week commencing 19 October 2026 for medal zone contenders in the trail and mountain races.
b. The second round of selections will be the week commencing 7 June 2027 for the Long and Short Trail Races.
c. The third round of selections will be in the week commencing 16 August 2027 for the Senior Uphill Races, the Senior Classic Up-and-Down Races and the U20 Classic Up-and-Down Races

2. Selection will be subject to the maximum entries permitted as detailed below. Three athletes form a scoring team for all events.
a. Six (6) Senior Men and Six (6) Senior Women, Long Trail Race
b. Six (6) Senior Men and Six (6) Senior Women, Short Trail Race
c. Four (4) Senior Men and Four (4) Senior Women, Uphill Only
d. Four (4) Senior Men and Four (4) Senior Women, Classic Up-and-Down Race
e. Four (4) U20 Men and Four (4) U20 Women, Classic Up-and-Down Race

To be considered for selection athletes must submit an expression of interest (EOI) for each round where they wish to be considered for selection.

Selection Rounds

Round One
a. Purpose: To select athletes who based on previous performances are felt to have demonstrated that they are in the medal zone and will challenge for an individual medal. Athletes must have a proven track record demonstrating a level of consistency in elite competition and peaking for championships. This window is for senior athletes only.

b. Up to two male and two female athletes may be selected in round one for the Short Trail and Long Trail events. The selectors reserve the right not to select anyone in round one.

c. Up to one male and one female athlete may be selected in round one for each of the senior Uphill Only and Classic Up-and-Down races. The selectors reserve the right not to select anyone in round one.

d. European Off Road Running Championship 2026 medal winners will be encouraged to submit an EOI for round one.

e. Performances in trail and mountain races will be considered from 1 January 2026 to 18 October 2026.

f. Conditions of Selection in Round One
At the point of selection, athletes must agree, with the Team Leader, their racing programme in the lead up to the Championship and must show current form before the relevant trials. This includes agreeing to provide relevant data from training and competition performances as evidence of their fitness and readiness to compete. If no current form is shown, the athlete must compete in the trial of the race they have been selected for. If they do not perform at the trial the athlete will be de-selected, however they could still be considered in the respective round if they submit a new EOI. 

g. If an athlete does not agree to a race programme targeting the World Mountain & Trail Running Championship 2027, they will forfeit their selection and must do the trial and/or submit a new EOI.

Round Two – Trail Races

a. The first three (3) placed eligible athletes at the Trail Trials will be selected for the men’s and women’s respective Trail race teams subject to being considered of a standard able to contribute to achieving the UKA event philosophy of top 10 individual and top 5 team performances. For the avoidance of doubt, if any of the first three placed athletes at the Trials decline selection (through injury or any other reason) their automatic selection will NOT be offered to the next eligible athlete at the Trials.

b. Athletes current form and fitness from 1 June 2026 to the trial date will be considered in selections.


Round Three – Mountain Races

a. In the Senior Mountain Races: The first two (2) placed eligible athletes at the Trials will be automatically selected for each of the respective mountain races subject to being considered of a standard able to contribute to achieving the UKA event philosophy of top 10 individual and top 5 team performances. For the avoidance of doubt, if any of the first two placed athletes at the Trials decline selection (through injury or any other reason) their automatic selection will NOT be offered to the next eligible athlete at the Trials.

b. Athletes current form and fitness from 1 April 2027 to the trial date will be considered in selections.

c. In the U20 Mountain Races: The first three (3) placed eligible athletes at the Trials will be automatically selected for each of the respective mountain races subject to being considered of a standard able to contribute to achieving the UKA event philosophy of top 10 individual and top 5 team performances. For the avoidance of doubt, if any of the first three placed athletes at the Trials decline selection (through injury or any other reason) their automatic selection will NOT be offered to the next eligible athlete at the Trials.

d. Athletes current form and fitness from 1 April 2027 to the trial date will be considered in selections.



Selection Process

The Selection Panel (“the Panel”) will be outlined in the Selection Policy.

Selections will be subject to the maximum entries as permitted of six (6) places per trail event and four (4) places per mountain event. 

After selection, athletes will be required to demonstrate ongoing form and fitness to the Panel leading up to the 2027 World Championships. This includes agreeing to provide relevant data from training and competition performances as evidence of their fitness and readiness to compete. Athletes must also keep UK Athletics informed of any injury or illness that may affect their performance. Athletes may be deselected at any time if they are no longer considered fit to compete.

Only athletes who meet the eligibility criteria will be considered for selection.

Eligibility

The full eligibility requirements will be published in the selection policy. As a minimum, to be considered for selection, athletes will need to:

1. Meet UK Athletics and World Athletics eligibility requirements


General Provisions

All Athletes selected to compete at the World Championships must agree, with the Team Leader, their racing programme in the lead up to the Championship. In addition, athletes accepting selection in all Senior and U20 events must agree to not compete in any of the Ultra Trail du Mount Blanc races in August 2027. For avoidance of doubt this includes: UTMB, CCC, OCC, PTL, UTS & YCC

All selected athletes will be required to make a financial contribution towards the costs of attending the Championships.

Amendment

UK Athletics reserves the right to amend/update this advance information at its sole discretion and will make any amended version publicly available at www.uka.org.uk.

Contact

For any queries regarding this advance information document, please contact Anne Buckley (annembuckley@yahoo.com). 
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