Athlete biographies for Paralympics

Brian Alldis

Lives:


Bury St Edmunds



Born:


8 July 1986, King’s Lynn






Occupation: 

Information Assistant

Club:


St Edmunds Pacers



Coach:


Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson



Event:


800m, 1500m, 5,000m, Marathon

Category:

T54

Games attended: none

2008 London Marathon: 8th

IAAF World Champs 2007: 1500m finalist.

Brian was a member of Bury bombers basketball team before getting into athletics. He was inspired to take-up athletics after meeting Dame Tanni-Grey Thompson. He makes his Paralympic debut in Beijing, he is one of four wheelchair racers on the team.

Hollie Arnold

Lives:


Holton le Clay


Born:


26 June 1994, Grimsby

Occupation:

Student

Club:


Cleethorpes AC

Coach:


Shelley Holroyd 

Event:


Javelin

Category:

F46

Games attended: 
None

2008: Won German Championships, Dutch National Championships, 2nd. Won British Open Championships.

2007: UK School Games, 3rd in 100m and 3rd in shot.

Hollie took up athletics two years ago after she attended a Norwich Union star:track scheme. Her coach Shelley Holroyd represented TeamGB in the javelin at the 1996 Olympic games in Atlanta.

Kate Arnold

Lives:


Newport, South Wales

Born:


4 Sept 1988, Newport

Occupation:

Student


Club:


Unattached

Coach:


Darrell Maynard




Event:


100m, 200m

Category:  

T46

Games attended: none

2008: British Open 100m, 200m, BUSA Champs 100m, 200m.

Kate is a former GB swimmer who reached the100m breaststroke final at 2006 World Champs in South Africa. 

Graeme Ballard

Lives:


Chorley, Lancashire


Born:


19 June 1979, Manchester




Occupation:

Athlete


Club:


Chorley AC


Coach:


Paula Dunn

Event:


100m, 200m, 400m

Category:

T36

Games attended:
 one (Athens 2004)

Previous Paralympic: 6th (T36 100m), bronze (T36 200m) Athens 2004. 

2008 World Champs: 2nd in 100m and 2nd in 200m

A cerebral palsy athlete, Graeme won 200m bronze on his Paralympics debut in Athens. Graeme also medalled at 2002 & 2006 World Champs and has Level 1 & 2 coaching badges.  

Mickey Bushell

Lives:


Telford


Born:


8 June 1990, Shrewsbury




Occupation:

Student

Club:


Birchfield Harriers


Coach:


Fred Periec

Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T53

Games attended:
 none

World Champs: sf (T53 100m), sf (T53-T54 4x100m) 

Mickey has a rare congenital impairment, which means the lower part of spinal cord in missing. He took up racing aged 11, inspired by a visit to his school by father of GBR wheelchair racer Debbie Brennan. Mickey is studying for a diploma in Sports Studies and was the winner of 2006 BBC Midlands young disabled sports award.

Rebecca Chin

Lives:


Deganwy, North Wales


Born:


11 Dec 1991, St Asaph, Wales



Occupation: 

Student

Club:


FDSW, Deeside AC

Coach:


Anthony Hughes and John Parkin

Event:


Shot, Discus

Category:

F44

Games attended:
None

Rebecca’s first major competition was UK School Games in 2007 where she won the Shot Putt. She has just completed 11 GCSEs and was selected for non-disabled Welsh School’s athletics team in July 2008.

Kenny Churchill

Lives:


Loughborough

Born:


10 May 1975, Middlesbrough




Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Durham


Coach:


Mark Edwards


Event:


Javelin

Category:

F37

Games attended:
 Four (1992, 1996, 2000 & 2004)

Paralympic Games: Bronze (javelin), Barcelona 92; Gold & World Record (Javelin), Bronze (shot) Atlanta 96; Gold (Javelin) Sydney 00; Gold & World Record (Javelin) Athens, Sep 04. 

Completed a Paralympics Games javelin hat trick with Gold in Athens. His ambition is to take World Record beyond 55m. Kenny’s partner Claire Williams will also compete in Beijing in the F13 Discuss. Together they have a daughter, Gracie, who was born in November 07. 

Michael Churm

Lives:


Manchester


Born:


3 Oct 1981, Ashton under Lyme




Occupation:

Student

Club:


Chorley AC


Coach:


Francis Crook



Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T37

Games attended:
 one (Sydney 2000)

Paralympic Games: Silver (T38 4x100m), Semi-final (T37 100m) Sydney 2000. 

Michael is a cerebral palsy athlete and ran in the heats of Sydney relay to earn silver medal, but missed Athens through injury. Michael’s Dad was a keen roadrunner and Michael has a Sports Management degree from the University of Salford.  

Libby Clegg 


Lives:


Newcastleton, Roxburghshire



Born:


24 March 1990, Bollington, Cheshire



Occupation:

Student 


Club:


Border Harriers, Edinburgh AC


Coaches:

Ilona Melounova and Brian Scobie


Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T12 


Games attended:
 none

World Champs 2006: silver (T12 200m).

Libby is a talented young visually impaired runner who burst onto the international scene at 2006 World Champs, winning a silver in T12 200m aged just 16. 

Libby set personal bests in 100m heats & semi-final, but missed out on silver when officials decided her guide crossed the line before her. 

Libby has just finished her Highers at Royal Blind School in Edinburgh.
Danny Crates

Lives: 


Heybridge, Essex

Born: 


9 Feb 1973, Orsett, Essex

Occupation: 

Athlete, motivational speaker

Club:


Thurrock Harriers

Coach:


Ayo Falola
Event: 


800m

Category:   T46

Games attended: Two (Sydney 2000 & Athens 2004).

Paralympic Games: bronze (T46 400m) semi-final (T46 200m) Sydney 2000, Gold (T46 800m) Athens 04. 

Danny lost his right arm in a road accident in Australia 1994. He was a keen rugby player before his accident and continued to play rugby after, before switching to athletics. Danny is a London 2012 Ambassador; and is a patron of Little Havens Children’s Hospice, Essex & vice-patron of Helen Rollason Heal Cancer Charity. 

Martin Crutchley

Lives:


Cheslyn Hoy, Staffordshire


Born:


12 April 1983, Sandwell



Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Cannock & Stafford



Coach:


Lionel Lambourne

Event:


Shot

Category:

F38

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: 7th (T38 shot) 

Martin will make his Paralympics debut in Beijing. He is a keen Liverpool FC supporter and has a UKA coaching qualification & a Sports Science diploma.

Neil Fachie

Lives:


Aberdeen



Born:


12 March 1984, Aberdeen



Occupation: 

Athlete


Club:


Aberdeen AAC


Coach:


Eddie McKenna

Event:


100m, 200m

Category:
 
T13

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: 7th (T13 100m), 6th (T13 200m)

Neil is a visually impaired athlete, who reached the finals of both sprints at 06 World Champs. Neil has a Physics degree from Aberdeen University. The best advice Neil has been given is “there are no secrets about sprinting, it’s all about hard work.” 

Neil is mentored by Olympic Gold Medallist Allan Wells. 

David Gale

Lives:


Southport


Born:


17 July 1968, Southport




Occupation:

Athlete


Club:


British Wheelchair Athletics Association


Coach:


Barbara Hoole


Event:


Discus

Category:

F51

Games attended:
 One (Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: Bronze (F32/51 discus) Athens 2004. 

David worked as a cabinetmaker before breaking his neck in a road accident; he got into athletics as part of his spinal rehab. He broke Championship record in each of first 3 throws at 2006 World Champs on way to Gold. He Holds F51 World Record of 10.22 set in Birmingham in 2004. David’s Uncle played for GB football team at Melbourne 1956 Olympics. 

Danny Greaves 

Lives:


Anstey, Leicestershire


Born:


4 Oct 1982, Leicester






Occupation:

Student


Club:


Loughborough Students



Coach:


Jim Edwards


Event:


Discus

Category:

F44

Games attended:
Two (Sydney 2000 & Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: Silver (F44 discus) Sydney, 2000; Gold & WR (F44/46) Athens 2004. 

Danny retained his F44 discus World Champ title in 2006 despite returning to throwing 2 weeks earlier following knee surgery.  Danny currently holds the Paralympics, World Champ & European Champs F44 discus titles. 

In 2001 he became 1st Paralympian to represent GB in an able-bodied event when selected for GB Junior team. Danny has a Sports Science degree from Loughborough Uni & is studying for a Masters. His ambition is to compete as a non-disabled athlete at London 2012 or the 2016 Olympics. 

Sophie Hancock

Lives:


Loughborough




Born:


8 Sept 1986, Chorley





Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Horwich Harriers


Coach:


Mark Edwards


Event:


Shot, Discus

Category:

F40

Games attended:
 None

World Champs 06: 6th (F40 discus).  

European Champs 05: Silver (F40 shot).

Sophie took part in BBC 2 series Beyond Boundaries in 2006. In which she was the youngest of 11 disabled people spending a month trekking across Zambia, Botswana & Namibia. Sophie competed at the Dwarf Games & decided she wanted to pursue an athletics career. 

Katrina Hart

Lives:


Redditch




Born:


17 May 1990, Worcester



Occupation:

Student


Club:


Birchfield Harriers


Coach:


Lincoln Asquith, Roger Turner

Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T37

Games attended:
 None


World Champs 06: 5th (T37 100m), 4th (T37 200m). 

European Champs 05: bronze (T 37 100m).

Katrina won bronze as youngest member of GB team at 2005 European Champs, aged just 15. Katrina just missed out on a 200m medal at 2006 World Champs, despite setting a then personal best of 31.12 in final. 

Tracey Hinton

Lives:


Cardiff



Born:


19 March 1970, Cardiff



Occupation:

Revenue Assistant

Club:


Cardiff AAC & British Blind Sport

Coach:


Brian Scobie

Event:


100m, 200m, 400m

Category:

T11

Games attended:
Four (1992, 1996, 2000 & 2004)
Paralympic Games: silvers (200m & 400m), bronze (100m) Barcelona 92; 6th (100m) Atlanta 96; silver (800m), bronzes (200m & 400m) Sydney 2000; semi-final (T12 400m), 4th (T12 800m) Athens 2004. 

Tracey had cancer of retina aged 4, which resulted in her losing her sight.  Although a T11 runner, Tracey often has to run against T12 category athletes, who have some vision. Tracey suffered an Achilles injury after Athens Paralympics, ruling her out of competition for almost 2 years, but she won T11 400m Gold at Paralympic World Cup in Manchester on her 1st competitive race back.  Beijing will be Tracey’s 5th Paralympic Games.

Beverley Jones

Lives:


Deeside


Born:


17 Oct 1974, Deeside




Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Gloucester AC/ Deeside AAC

Coach:


Mark Edwards/ Bronwin Carter and John Parkin

Event:


Shot, Discus

Category:

F37

Games attended:
Two (Sydney 2000 & Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: 4th (T38 100m), 8th (T38 200m) Sydney 2000; 4th (F37/38 shot) Athens 2004. 

Beverley has successfully combined sprinting with shot, winning T37 100m & F37 shot golds on successive days at 2005 European Champs but has recently concentrated on throwing. Won GB’s 1st Gold at 06 World Champs with a then World Record 10.57m in F37 shot. 

Ian Jones

Lives:


Manchester



Born:


30 Dec 1989, Manchester



Occupation:

Student

Club:


East Cheshire



Coach:


John Dunne


Event:


200m, 400m

Category:

T44

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: 4th (T44 200m). 

Paralympic World Cup: silvers (T44 100m & 200m) Manchester 07.

Ian started his athletics career running 100m & 200m but made a successful step-up to 400m in 2007. He ran then personal bests for 100m (11.88) & 200m (23.82) for two silvers behind Oscar Pistorious at 2007 Paralympic World Cup. 

Ian is a qualified football & disability sports coach and coaches in the Manchester and Stockport area. When he was younger Ian had football trials with Man Utd and Stockport County & is a judo black belt.

Chris Martin

Lives:


Mansfield

Born:


1 Nov 1971, Nottingham



Occupation:

Business Analyst

Club:


Mansfield Harriers


Coach:


Phil Peat


Event:


Discus

Category:

F33

Games attended:
 two (2000, 2004)

Paralympic Games: 7th (F32/33 discus), 8th (F32/33 shot) Atlanta 1996;  Gold (F33 discus), Silver (F33 javelin) Sydney 2000; 4th (F33/34 discus) Athens 2004. 

Chris is a cerebral palsy athlete, and struck Gold & Silver at Sydney 2000, finishing just outside the medal positions in Athens.  Chris retired from the sport in 2004 before returning again in 2007 & proved still capable of world-class performances. Beijing will be Chris’ third Paralympics. 

John McFall

Lives:


Cardiff


Born:


25 April 1981, Frimley, Surrey




Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Unattached

Coach:


Darrell Maynard


Events:

100m

Category:
T42

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: Silver (100m), Bronze (200m) 

European Champs 07: 4th (100m), Bronze (200m)

John had his right leg amputated above the knee after motorbike accident in 2000 and medalled at European Champs just months after he started training with Darrell Maynard. John has a degree & masters in Sport & Exercise Science.  The only thing that has slowed him down was when his prosthetic limb was stolen from the boot of his car in 2006. His heroes include Michael Johnson, Seb Coe and Lance Armstrong.

Jenny McLoughlin

Lives: 


Chepstow

Born: 


3 Oct 1991, Stockport

Occupation: 

Student

Club: 


FDSW Wales

Coach: 

Darrell Maynard

Event: 


100m, 200m

Category: 

T37

Games attended: 
none

Paralympic World Cup 08: 5th (T37 100m), 6th (T37 200m) 

Competed in National Junior League: 2006/07/08

Jenny is a young cerebral palsy athlete from Wales making her Paralympics debut.  Jenny made her mark by winning the 100m ambulant races at the 2006 and 2007 UK School Games. Jenny lived in France during early childhood and is currently working towards Bronze level Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Stephen Miller

Lives:


Cramlington, Northumbria




Born:


27 May 1980, Newcastle




Occupation:

Web Developer



Club:


Gateshead Harriers


Coaches:

Ros Miller, Ray Knight


Event:


Club, Discus

Category:

F32

Games attended:
 three (1996, 2000, 2004)

Paralympic Games: Gold (club) Atlanta 96, Gold (club, WR), Bronze (discus) Sydney 2000; Gold (club, WR) Athens 2004. 

Stephen has dominated the club discipline for more than a decade, winning Gold at the last 3 Paralympic Games. Stephen won his first Paralympic club Gold aged 16 at Atlanta. He started athletics aged 11 and in the process of his career Stephen invented a new over the shoulder throwing technique for the club rather than conventional front-on throw. He has a degree in Business Information Systems from Northumbria University. A dedicated Newcastle Utd fan, Stephen was made an Honouree Freeman of Blyth Valley in 2005 following Athens Paralympic Games success.

Kim Minett

Lives:


Fareham, Hants


Born:


21 April 1978, Isleworth





Occupation:

Athlete



Club:


City of Portsmouth


Coach:


Anthony Hughes



Event:


Shot 

Category:

F40

Games attended:
 one (Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: 4th (shot), 7th (discus) Athens 2004.

Kim took up field events after retiring from swimming. She Tried shot in 98 & was an instant success.  She just missed out on medals in Athens, finishing 4th in shot, & in the process setting a personal best in shot and a seasons best in discus. Kim also enjoys discus, which she finds easier than shot. Her sister, Louise, represented England in shooting at 02 & 06 Commonwealth Games, winning Gold in 2006. 
Kieron Murphy

Lives:


Sutton Coldfield


Born:


8 Feb 1986, Sutton Coldfield

Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Birchfield Harriers

Coach:


Jim Edwards



Event:


Club

Category:

F32

Games attended:
 none

Kieron is a cerebral palsy athlete and will make his major champs debut in Beijing. 

At the 2008 Paralympic World Cup, he represented GB for the first time.

He also plays wheelchair hockey & football and is a keen Aston Villa fan.

Danny Nobbs

Lives:


Attleborough, Norfolk



Born:


27 Sept 1979, Norwich

Occupation:

Commercial Sponsorship Consultant for 

Norwich Union


Club:


British Wheelchair Athletics Assoc


Coach:


Mike Wood


Event:


Shot

Category:

F54

Games attended:
none

Danny was a county standard cricketer & footballer before taking up athletics. He became disabled following a motorbike accident in 1996. Danny initially began his athletics career as wheelchair racer, then invited to a throws weekend. 

He was named British Wheelchair Association Athlete of Year 2004 & represented GB for the first time in 2007. He set a new British record last year.

Stephen Payton 

Lives:


South Shields

Born:


18 May 1977, Uphall

Occupation:

University Technician

Club:


Unattached

Coach:


John de Courcy



Event:


200m, 400m

Category:

T38 

Games attended:
 three (1996, 2000, 2004)

Paralympic Games: Golds (T37 100m, 200m & 400m), Bronze (T34-37 4x100m) Atlanta 96; Bronzes (T38 100m & 200m, 400m Athens), silver (T38 400m & T38 4x100m) Sydney 2000;  5th (T38 100m & 200m) Athens 04. 

Stephen competes at the Beijing Paralympics aiming to add to haul of 9 medals, including 3 Golds at Atlanta 96. Stephen was named disabled athlete of year in 1997 by British Sports Writers Association & Great Scot of year by Scottish Mail following Atlanta performances. He also has a Sports Science degree. 


Gemma Prescott

Lives:


Loughborough

Born:


25 Sept 1983, Truro, Cornwall


Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Challenge Disability Sports Club


Coach:


Ray Knight


Event:


Shot, Discus

Category:

F32

Games attended:
 none

Paralympic World Cup 05: Gold (F32 discus) silver (F32 shot). 

Gemma is a former sprint wheelchair racer, now concentrating on throws. Has a Masters in Maths from St Andrews University & would like to be a Primary school teacher after athletics career is over. She also plays flute & keyboards and collects badges from her travels.

Ben Rushgrove

Lives:


Bath


Born:


23 Feb 1988, Bath




Occupation:

Student


Club:


TeamBath AC


Coach:


Rob Ellchuk


Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T36

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: Bronze (T36 200m). 

Paralympic World Cup 07: Golds (T36 100m & T36 200m – WR) European Champs 05: 7th (T36 100m), 6th (T36 200m)

Ben set a 200m-world record en route to impressive sprint double on Paralympic World Cup debut in 2007. He was unlucky to be disqualified from 100m final on his World Champs debut in 06, having set a European record in the semi-final, but showed strength of character to medal in 200m final. Ben is currently studying for a degree in Sports Performance at University of Bath, same training base as Craig Pickering.

Richard Schabel

Lives:


East Grinstead

Born:


2 Sept 1958, Brixham

Occupation:

Mechanical Engineer


Club:


British Wheelchair AA

Coach:


Mike Wood

Event:


Club, Discus

Category:

F51

Games attended:
 three (1996, 2000, 2004).

Paralympic Games: 4th (F50 club) Atlanta 96; 6th (F53 pentathlon) Sydney 2000; 4th (F32/51 discus) Athens 2004.  

Richard became disabled as a result of a spinal injury in a road accident. He will be making his 4th PG appearance in Beijing and will celebrate his 50th birthday a few days before the opening ceremony.

Hazel Simpson

Lives:


Washington

Born:


22 Aug 1979, Sunderland


Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Jarrow & Hepburn

Coaches:

Brian Scobie, Jared Deacon & Matt Wood


Event:


100m, 200m

Category:

T36

Games attended:
 Two (Sydney 2000, Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: Gold (T36 100m) dsq fnl (T36 200m) Sydney 2000; Silvers (T36 100m & 200m) Athens 2004.  

Hazel was a Gold medallist on her Paralympics debut in Sydney, missing out on a medal in the 200 metres when she was disqualified in the final for running out of lane. She was a double silver medallist in Athens, where China’s Wang Fang who set world records in both sprints beat her.  Hazel will be making her first GB appearance as Hazel Simpson following her marriage; she was formerly Hazel Robson. 

Nathan Stephens

Lives:


Cardiff



Born:


11 April 1988, Bridgend




Occupation:

Student


Club:


FDSW, Wales


Coach:


Anthony Hughes

Event:


Shot, Discus, Javelin

Category:

F57

Games attended:
One (Torino 2006 Paralympic Winter Games)


Paralympic Winter Games: 7th (ice sledge hockey) Torino 06. 

World Champs 06: 5th (F57 javelin), 5th (F57 shot)

Nathan is one of GB’s most promising young throwers, he makes his summer Games debut in Beijing but was a member of the GB team ice sledge hockey at Turin 06 winter Paralympics. Nathan had both his legs amputated after being run over by a freight train aged 9. His preferred event is the javelin and aims to be best in the world by London 2012.

David Weir 

Lives:


Wallington, Surrey




Born:


5 June 1979, Wallington





Occupation:

Athlete


Club:


Unattached




Coach:


Jenny Archer


Event:


400m, 800m, 1500m, 5,000m and marathon

Category:

T54

Games attended:
Two (Atlanta 96 & Athens 04)

Paralympic Games: 7th (100m), 4th (4x100m) Atlanta 96; Silver (T54 100m), Bronze (T54 200m) hts (T54 400m) Athens 04. 

David was GB’s outstanding athlete at 2006 World Champs where he won 3 Golds & 1 Silver and was only denied a fourth Gold by Holland’s Kenny van Weeghel in 200m on the final day of track competition, which was Weir’s 13th race of Champs. 

Weir was awarded Best Performance in GB vest at British Athletics Writers Association Dinner 2006. He took up athletics aged 8 & competed at Atlanta 96 Paralympics aged just 17. 

He took a break from the sport, missing Sydney games, but was back in medal winning form at Athens 04. David was the first British athlete to compete in the Bird’s Nest stadium at the Beijing Open in May 2008 where he came first in 5,000m.

Daniel West

Lives:


Nottingham


Born:


15 Dec 1977, Cambridge




Occupation:

Information & Communications Officer 

Club:


Notts AC


Coach:


Ray Knight


Event:


Discus, Shot

Category:

F34

Games attended:
 Three (Atlanta 1996, Sydney 2000, Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games:  Bronze (shot), 8th (discus) Atlanta 96; Bronze (F34 discus) Sydney 2000; Silver (F33/34 discus), 4th (F33/34 shot) Athens 04. 

Daniel is making his fourth Paralympics appearance in Beijing and he has medalled at all 3 Games so far. His brace of silvers at the 2006 World Champs was his best performance yet on the international stage. During which he Added 16cm for a new personal best of 38.16m in F33/34 discus, but Iran’s Saleh Farajzadeh threw a world record 39.98m for Gold. Daniel is employed as Information and Communications Officer for EFDS at Loughborough University.
Claire Williams

Lives:


Loughborough


Born:


29 Sept 1987, Carmarthen 



Occupation:

Athlete


Club:


Carmarthen Harriers 

Coach:


Mark Edwards

Event:


Discus

Category:

F12

Games attended:
One (Athens 2004)

Paralympic Games: 5th (F13 discus) Athens 04.  

Claire switched from Jujitsu to athletics aged 12 & was hooked on the sport. 

Claire has successfully competed against non-disabled athletes, and was Welsh Schools Champion for hammer and discus. She threw a person best 35.26m for 5th position in the discus at the Athens games. GB athlete Kenny Churchill is her partner; and together they have a daughter, Gracie, who was born in October 2007. 

Shelly Woods

Lives:


Blackpool



Born:


4 June 1986, Blackpool




Occupation:

Athlete

Club:


Blackpool & Fylde


Coach:


Andrew Dawes (National Coach in AUS)

Event:


800m, 1500m, 5,000m and marathon

Category:

T54

Games attended:
 none

World Champs 06: 8th (T54 1500m), 4th (T54 5000m), Bronze (T54 marathon) 

European Champs 05: Bronze (T54 5000m)

Commonwealth Games 06: 7th (T54 800m). 

London Marathon: Silvers 05, 06, Gold 07 and Bronze in April 08. 

Shelly suffered a spinal cord injury falling 20ft from a tree, aged 11. She is rated as one of GB’s outstanding young wheelchair racers. She hit the headlines at 2005 London Marathon when finished 2nd in her first marathon, beating Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson into 3rd. Shelly won the London Marathon for 1st time in 2007 and broke the British record for T54 marathon at the Padova marathon, Italy in April this year, clocking 1:37.44. She played wheelchair basketball as a junior and spends much of her time in Australia training with her coach Andrew Dawes.
