TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 30th SEPTEMBER, 2005
 

· Pass and Licence Distribution:- Just over 1200 pass and licences have been distributed to date, with a further 750 to follow during November to Track and Field Officials. A further batch will be distributed to Off-track officials once an agreed list has been agreed at the end of November 

· Education and Training:- Level 2 course has now been established along with the Tutors, these being-Alan Bell, Pam Brown, Malcolm Charlish, Chris Cohen, Sandy Forrest, Moira Gallagher, Wendy Haxell, Chris Hurley, Chris Lockley, Geoff Wickens and Margaret Werrett. Two-hour courses will be set up immediately after Christmas. Although the cost of running each course is £45 per person the cost of attendance to each official will be £10. Level 3 courses are in the design stage and will include photo finish and call room elements. 

· Establishment of new Assessment process:- A group has been established to move assessment forward on a discipline-by-discipline basis, developing new paperwork for meeting reports and upgrading. These new assessment forms/ processes to be put before the Peer Group at their next meeting on 26/ 27 November and finalised at the next Technical Committee meeting on Thursday 15th. December. It is then intended to be trailed during the Indoor season before a full launch at the Officials Conference next spring. The Group looking at this project being-Sheila Baillie, Dave Biggin, Maureen Bullen, Roger Everton, John Gandee, Moira Gallagher, Pat Hockley, Chris Hurley, Colin Jacks, Graham Merrington, Peter Nicholson, John Pickles and Geoff Wickens 

· New Rule book 2006:- Following on from the IAAF Congress last summer new technical rules have been established which the technical committee have incorporated, where appropriate. into new domestic UK rules. The more contentious Eligibility rules, which are set out in the first 24 rules of the Rule book, are to be finalised for signing off by UKA board later November such that the new rule book can be printed ready for publication February 2006. Proposals to be put to the next Technical Committee for the establishment of a formal sub-group to consider the Eligibility rules for the 2008 Rule book since none exists at the present time. Once all the rule changes have been agreed, the more significant changes will be put on UKA’s website. Prior to that notification of the new domestic rule relating to the use of transponders in Off track events is to be agreed and published on the website. It was also agreed that the new Rule book would be established in its previous format but that an “extraordinary” edition would be produced to take account of modernisation. Both versions to be produced electronically and placed on the UKA website.

· Call room referee:- A new role of Call room referee for meetings under IAAF rules, with powers to disqualify, were discussed. Once IAAF have established guidelines for this role UKA courses will be set up for those interested in this discipline. 

· Off-track matters:- It was agreed that an Off track Peer Group would be established to work alongside the existing Track and Field Peer Group. The basis and composition of the Group to be established at the end of November. It was reported that Tutors were being trained on October 23rd to run specific Health and Safety Off track courses. These will be set up on a regular basis as needed. It was agreed that an Education and Training programme would be established for Off track officials to operate at levels 2,3,5 from April 2006. 

· Track and Field Peer Groups:- These groups to meet in a special session on Saturday 8th. October to review the International Group and International Chiefs Group. Proposed changes to the names agreed for these two groups will be discussed and agreed by the National/ Territorial Officials Secretaries when they meet on 27th November. These will then take effect for the whole of the 2006 season (indoor and outdoor). The Peer Groups will meet on Saturday 26th November to consider upgrading and indoor appointments for consideration and ratification by the National/ Territorial Officials secretaries the following day. Outdoor appointments to be made over the 14th/ 15th. January weekend. To assist in the upgrading process additional Advanced examinations to be set, taken and marked during the autumn. The composition of the 2006 Track and Field Peer groups were agreed as follows:-Field-Peter Nicholson, Sheila Baillie, John Gandee-Track:-Graham Merrington, Moira Gallagher, Wendy Haxell,-Timekeepers:-Keith Pover, Roger Everton, Keith Flint and Starters:-Jim Moore, Dave Biggin, John Pickles 

· Technical Officials Conference:- It was confirmed that this would take place on Sunday 9th. April, 2006 at a Midlands venue. The theme to be “Development of individual disciplines and working practices. It is hoped the keynote speaker would be someone with Outdoor Olympic or World Championship technical experience. Details to be finalised at the next Technical Committee on 15th. December 

· Newsletter:- The next newsletter to be sent out in January, 2006. Information and application forms for the Conference to be sent out with that newsletter. 

· Gun Legislation:- Alan Bell representing UKA has made representations in respect of the Violet Crime Reduction Bill (VCRB) to the Home Office. If this Bill was carried through, without amendment, the effect would be to ban the use of cap pistols as used by starters at coach, club and school levels, Licensed firearms as used by senior officials are not affected by this legislation. 

· 2012 preparations:- A small group to be set up to discuss the technical needs/ objectives of Ukathletics to take a pro-active approach to the opportunities and demands that the 2012 Olympics require.

