The Technical Committee met at the Croydon Park Hotel in London.
Members present: Adam Walker (Chair), Cherry Alexander, Alan Bell, Chris Cohen, Keith Davies, Karen Drew, Graham Heeley, David Littlewood, Liz Patrick
Apologies:            Bryan Smith, Malcolm Rogers

Items that were discussed are as follows including a brief outline.

Rule Changes
Graham Heeley explained that there was a proposed rule change for electronic timing for Off Track.  Competitors are required to wear the electronic equipment, as this will eliminate problems.  A present there is no rule to enforce competitors to wear the electronic timing equipment.  UKA currently do not have a rule to enforce competitors to comply with the rule.  

Action:              A proposal to amend this rule will be put forward.

Rules
David Littlewood summarised and highlighted a number of the rule changes that will be put forwarded to the IAAF.  

UKA will not be supporting the new ‘no false start rule’ proposal as well as the new rule relating to athletes vests.

It was suggested that the rule on possession of video equipment should also include mobile telephones.

All domestic rule changes will be discussed at the UKA board meeting to be held on 21st September 2005.  The Technical Committee will send any amendments and changes to the board meeting for discussion.  Adam Walker outlined that the Technical Committee had the authority to amend any rule when necessary using the correct procedures.  This will be approved at the UKA October Board meeting 2005 it will then be added as a discussion item for the AGM (Annual General Meeting) in December 2005 in order for it to be added to the new UKA rule book in 2006.  The new rulebook will be printed in February 2006.  

The UKA Rule Change timeline is as follows:
October – Technical Committee meeting.

October – Board Meeting (26 October 2005)

November – Consultation paper to relevant parties

December – Final sign off from UKA Board

UKA Handbook
It was agreed that this was a useful tool and a handbook could be created containing general procedures as reference.  It was recognised compiling the handbook could be a lengthy process and realistically would not be ready until 2007.

Peer Group
The Officials Peer Group will meet in December 2005.  Please contact Andrew Clatworthy if you have any comments on email:  Ajc.Athletics@btopenworld.com 
Fixtures and Selections 2005
There have been fixture clashes but not many, some fixtures have clashed with other major outdoor fixtures resulting in problems with selections.  It was noticed that notification to officials of appointments have been slow in being received.  The process will be reviewed and deadlines added for 2006.

It was noted that there were problems with notifying officials and athletes of the location of the fixture.  It was agreed that it was essential that venues were confirmed as soon as possible.  

Kit
The official’s fleeces are now available via ‘eyespy promotions’.  Officials can order merchandise via a merchandise form.  This can be downloaded or requested via the UKA office on 0870 9986714.  

Officials Education and Training
Liz Patrick gave an update on the position of the Education and Training Group.  UK will now try to identify a group of individuals to help with Tutor Training Courses. Suggestions will be made from officials of each discipline.  Tutor Training will take place at UKA offices.  A discussion took place over the cost of courses.  All pass and licenses will be distributed at the end of August 2005.  

Technical Officials Conference 2005
A debrief has not taken place, however the general consensus was that it was worthwhile.  It was agreed that the NEC was a great venue.  It was decided that the 2006 Conference would be welcomed and should take place on 9th April 2006.

European Indoor Championships 2007
The Birmingham National Indoor Arena will stage the 2007 European Indoor Championships.  Meetings have been held with the BBC, LOC and EAA.  The 2003 World Indoor team will work on the 2007 EIC.  Meetings will take place on 3 November 2005 and 4 November 2005.  Chief Officials will be put in place early 2006. Watch this space!

Composition of the Technical Committee Group
The composition of the group was raised at the Technical Officials Conference, as the issue of having no female representation on the group was highlighted. As a result a female member will now be recruited.

London 2012
UKA will be involved in the recruitment of officials and stadia volunteers at the games.  The Technical Official group will look at the upgrading system for officials as the start of the official’s pathway leading up to London 2012.

ATO Conference in Cologne
UKA will cover the cost of delegates to represent UKA at the Conference.

Date of next meeting
Friday 30th September 2005 at UKA offices

