LEVEL 4 QUESTIONS ON WA, UKA AND WPA RULES – PHOTO FINISH (2026)

•	In order to answer these questions, you will require UKA/WA and WPA rulebooks. Please give the relevant rule numbers in your answers along with your explanations. You must demonstrate that you understand and can apply the rules – and not simply quote them. Read the questions carefully and make sure you answer all parts of the question. 
•	As well as consulting the relevant rulebooks, it is recommended that you also look at other relevant documents such as the IPFJ guidelines which can be found in the Library area of the World Athletics Website. If such documents are used, please state your source in your answers.
•	Please read the Guidelines for Presenting Applications for Level 4 (2026) which can be found on the UKA website, carefully and follow the instructions given. The latest date for answers to be submitted to your TRNG Officials’ Secretary is September 1st. Early submission is advised.

1.	A technician or contractor has set up the system for you, but as Chief Photo Finish Judge you are required to ensure that the equipment is fully operational. 
a)   List the checks you should make before the meeting. 
b)   What are start checks? Who might carry these out? When and why do we do them?

2.	a)  When should a Zero Control Test (ZCT) be completed? 
b) Why do we do this? 
c) How is the test carried out and who is responsible for completing/overseeing the test?
d) What are the parameters for an acceptable result and what does this mean?
e) What are the implications if ZCT shows a consistent 0.03 secs difference between the recorded flash and the timing start? 

3.	a)   How would an operator notice that a camera is no longer properly on-line?
b)   As CPF, what would you do about it and what implications are there to the competition?
c)   You are Capture Operator at an outdoor evening meeting where the sun will set during the meeting:
i. What factors must you consider to ensure that good pictures are maintained throughout the evening?
ii. What adjustments to camera settings could be made to deal with these?
iii. How can a Read Operator improve the picture they are presented with to enable them to place the cursor and identify athletes?

4. 	As CPF at a National Competition, you are considering using auto-capture. Discuss:
a) The factors you'd weigh up in making the decision
b) The potential impact this would have on the size of team you require
c) The duty sheets you put together and 
d) The specific roles of everyone on the team.

5.	a)	 You are at a meeting using a Lynx-based PF system.  The next race, due in 10 minutes, is a 3000m race (not a heat) when the stadium experiences a power cut. As the power does not come back on before the scheduled start time, the race is initially delayed before the decision is made for it to start anyway. The power comes back on with 4 laps to go.  As CPF how do you deal with this situation and what do you tell your team to do? Who should you inform of your actions and why?
b) A system failure occurs on the 2nd heat of 3 in a Combined Events sprint race (Mens -100m) which means that only hand times are available for that race. What is the impact on the other heats and on the Combined Events competition?

6.	You are Chief at an outdoor national championship, run under WA rules and which has both an inside and outside camera. 
a) Under normal circumstances which camera should be used to declare the results? 
b) What use should you make of the other camera? 
c) Explain how you check the alignment of the two cameras. 
d) What effect would any differences have on the results and the way you use the second camera?

7.	You are Chief PF at an Open Meeting. The PF equipment you are using has an automatic wind gauge i.e., one where readings are directly obtained by the PF software. The meeting contains a series of 60m, 150m and 200m races. 
a)  Where should the wind gauge be positioned and how should it be set up?
b)  Describe the challenges facing you in obtaining accurate wind readings for these races and list the factors that come into play in making a decision about how to approach this.

8. 	You are Read Operator at a meeting with a scoreboard showing race results. The system has been configured to output results directly to the scoreboard for each athlete as you read them. What impact does this have on how you should execute your role?

9.	You are CPF at a UK disability fixture covering the full range of sport classes and track events Your team includes both experienced and relatively inexperienced PF officials. 
(a) What are you going to need to check is in place at the finish line?
(b) What are you going to remind your team about (para-athletics specific) during your briefing?
(c) Does working under WPA rules as opposed to UKA/WA rules make any difference to you as chief?
(d)  Would your answers be any different if the meeting were a Diamond League, for instance, where para events are being showcased, as opposed to a purely disability meeting?

10.	You are Capture Operator and have left FinishLynx with no race loaded. You hear the gun go starting the next race and realise what you've done. 
a)	What impact has this mistake made and what would/could/should you do next?
b)	 How does this change if, instead of having no race loaded, you have the incorrect race loaded when the starter's gun goes?

11.	You are Chief PF and have been given two radios – one is on the main channel and the other is on a dedicated channel for communicating with Photo Finish. Shortly after a race has started, you are called on the PF channel.
	(a) Who might be calling you?
	(b) What information might the person be relaying to you?
	(c) What action do you take?
	(d) Why is it important that information is relayed to PF quickly and clearly?
	(e) If the meeting was being held under WA as opposed to UKA rules, what additional implications would this have?

12.		You are the chief photo finish judge at a regional meeting where a meeting management software package such as Roster, Open Track or Hytek Meet Manager is being used. List how this affects:
(a) your preparation for the meeting.
(b) with whom you liaise at the start of the meeting.
(c) your checks before events commence.
(d) operations to be completed by the photo finish team.
(e) your team briefing.
(f) any additional equipment that would be helpful.

13. 		You are CPF at a competition where one of the events is 100m. There are 2 heats going to a final. Progression rules are 3Q + 2q. In each of the following scenarios, please comment on the each and anything you would do. Times are given in hundredths with thousandths in brackets, if relevant.
a) The times for Heat 1 are:
1st 11.25
2nd 11.30
3rd  11.90 (891)
4th 11.90 (899)
5th 12.67
6th 13.40
7th 15.87

b) As above, but the time for 4th is 11.90 (891).
c) As above, but the time for 4th is 11.90 (892).


d) The times for the 2 heats are:
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Heat 1
1st 11.34
2nd 11.75
3rd  11.80
4th 12.87 (867)
5th 12.99
6th 13.90
7th 15.23
Heat 2
1st 11.89
2nd 11.92
3rd  11.94
4th 12.50
5th 12.87 (867)
6th 13.40
7th 15.87


e) The times for the 2 heats are:

Heat 1					
1st 11.34
2nd 11.75
3rd  11.80
4th  12.21
5th= 12.87 (867)
5th= 12.87 (867)
7th 13.90
8th 15.23
Heat 2
1st 11.89
2nd 11.92
3rd  12.94
4th 13.01
5th 13.23
6th 13.40
7th 15.87


f) The times for the 2 heats are:


Heat 1
1st 11.34
2nd 11.75
3rd  11.80
4th 12.87 (867)
5th 12.87 (867)
6th 13.40
7th 15.87

Heat 2
1st 11.89
2nd 11.92
3rd  11.94
4th 12.50
5th 12.98
6th 13.40
7th 15.87



